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New Academic Standards in Nelersey

In 2010 New Jersey adoptedew, college and careeready academic
standardsto better prepare our children for the next steps in their

education and inlife.

Why?

V Students are graduating high school unprepared for collegélore than 50
percent of firstyear community college students must take remedial courses in
English or math because they are not prepared for postsecondary. studies

V The jobs of todayd and tomorrow 6 require students to attain a
postsecondary credential or degred.abor economists predict that by the end of
this decade, more than 65 percent of all jobs in the United States will require
education and training beyond high school.

V Manyof todayodos students | ack the skildl
workforce. Nationally, more than half of employers have an open job for which
they cannot find qualified candidates.




Implementing New Standards in New Jersey

V School districts developed curriculum to meet the new standa
and teachers are providing instruction of the curriculum.

V New Jersey joineRartnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College andCareers (PARCC)d a group of states that
collaboratively developed a new assessment that measures
student progress towards meeting the common core standarc

V New Jersey educators contributedny hoursover a four year
period todevelopan assessment that measures students
knowledge and progress toward dmenmon core standards.




V Determine whether students are college
andcareer eady om0 Aon tr

V Provide tools to assess student learning an
support instructiomluring the schooyear

V' Report growth iperformanceas wellas \/ jge technology for a range of

absoluteachievement purposes including increasing

student access, providing
V Report comparable results across schools, accommodations, engaging

districts and membestates studentsind creating
efficiencies in administration,
V Generate valid and reliable informationto  scoringand reporting
inform instruction and accountability
decisions




How are these tests different?

V They are taken on a computeso they are more interactive for students, allow for
greater accommodations and make it more efficient for schools to use results to
improve instructionln schools that are not yet ready, students take the tegizpan

V They allow students to show their work.On the new tests, students are required to
show their work and explain their reasoning so teachers can better understand wha
they know and where there are gaps in learning that neechtidbessed.

V They are more than multiple choice testsRather than focusing on what a child has
memorized through multiple choice questions, the new tests ask students to apply
skills like thinking, reasoning and justifying answershowing what they know and
cando.

V Thet est s do not | end t he msSncetesfocuson it e
applying skills, it is the daily practice of these skills in the classroom that will serve
as the best preparation for the tests.




How are these tests different?

Other tests

PARCC assessments

Primarily use multiplechoice format that

emphasi zes memori zat
guessing.
Test studentsodo rote

Offer basic, onestep problems.

Are too vague to offer detailed insight to gaug
studentso readi ness
success.

Allow students to submit answers and detailed
responses, eliminating guesswork and allowing
students to show their thinking and knowledge.

Assess studentsd abil it
communicate clearly and problem solve.

Present challenging, multiered problems.

Provide students, parents and educators detailed
information so they can understand how students 4
progressing, where they need assistance and whe
they can be encouraged to do more.




Sample Questions

ELA, Grade 5

@"mn TEST ITEM

Which two words are synonyms
for heap?

pile
row
corner
mound
pattern

monwpe

Students must memaorize
vocabulary words without
context.

WHAT'S DIFFERENT?

E PARCC TEST ITEM

PART A

What is the meaning of the word dictate as it is used in paragraph 237
a. Hint

b. Fix

c¢. Understand

d. Decide

PART B

Which phrase helps the reader understand the meaning of dictate?
a. “..recreate the tree house...”

b. “...determine the shape...”

c. "..is less expensive to build...”

d. “..has all the time in the world...”

At first, this may look like the multiple choice questions of the past. But note that in Part A students
have the advantage of the reading passage to gather meaning and, in Part B, students are asked to
support their response with evidence from the text. PARCC focuses attention on vocabulary, particularly
academic language, which is emphasized in the standards.

To take goracticePARCCtest:http://www.parcconline.org/takéhe-test
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http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test

Sample Questions

Math. Grade 4 {Fow restimem | & parcc TEST ITEM

Justine is using the stickers below to Ava and Mia are comparing the fractions 2 and 2.
decorate a picture frame. 2 6

PART A: Ava created this number line to graph %

Select the correct point on the number line to represent %

N
é Lo LTI
é V V V Mia created this number line to graph %

1. What fraction of Justine’s stickers
are hearts? Which of the number in
your fraction represents the whole 0 1 2 3
set of stickers?

Select the correct point on the number line to represent 2+

4 5 6
’ PART B: Is 3-greater than or less than 2? Explain how you know.

2. Draw and label a number line and 2 6

mark an X on the number line to

show the location of the fraction of

Justine’s stickers that are ladybugs.

BE SURE TO LABEL YOUR RESPONSES 1
AND 2,

PART C: Write a fraction that is between 3 and i %
nd 2.

Explain how you know your fraction is between 3 S

WHAT’S DIFFERENT? I

Notice the focus on procedure only The PARCC item is in several parts. Part A asks students to demonstrate they know that a fraction
(counting in this case). You can also is a number, rather than just a ratio (like heart stickers to total number of stickers), which puts the
see that it’s a simple, static item. In focus on understanding the concept. Students will interact with the problem by placing fractions
other words, students aren’t engaging on the number line, an example of using technology to enhance the question.

with the material.

In Part B, students are asked to make sense of the fractions as numbers by comparing them —
taking a step beyond just putting them on the number line.

In Part C, students apply their understanding by creating a fraction that is between 3/2 and
5/6. You can see that the tasks build upon one another and ask students to do more than just
procedures, They have to demonstrate understanding and apply and explain their knowledge.

To take goracticePARCCtest:http://www.parcconline.org/takéhetest

"

Hami[,O



http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test

PARCC in New Jersey

V This year, studentswill spend less time testingRather than two test
windows, there will be one.

V The NJDOE testing window for ELA & Math for grade€83s from April 4,
2016 through May 13, 2016

V HTSD is still developing the exact dates and times for each grade level




Technology

V At the Hess and Davies Schools students tiage
PARCCassessments on the computer.

V The technology is engaging, as it includes videos and
Interactive tools.

V PARCC is using Universal Design principles to make thé
new tests as accessible as possible to all students,
Including English learners and students with disabillities.

V Paperandpencil assessments will be available for those
students who require them.




The Road to the First Parent Score Report

August/

Spring 2015 July/August September November December 2015

Administration of 20Hs 2015 2Ls School districts

PARCC Performance State K12 and School districts receive 38 score

assessments level setting for higheredchiefs receive high reports
high school and review/vote on school score
grades 3 recommended cuflll reports
scores

0,
25
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Five Performance Levels

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, skills

practices students are able to demonstrate:

Level 1:

Did Not Yet
Meet
Expectations

Level 2:
Partially Met
Expectations

Level 3:
Approached
Expectations

Level 4:
Met
Expectations

Level 5:
Exceeded
Expectations




What Parents Should Know About PARCC

V

The PARCC tests replace the old state testShey measure how well students are
performing against the common core standards that guide math and English langus
arts instruction.

The PARCC testsmoveaway from multiple choice questiongo ones that allow
students to demonstrate a real understanding of what they know and can do by
writing essays, solving real world problems, and reading and analyzing complex
textd all critical skills in the realorld.

The PARCC tests are only one of several measurascluding report card grades
and inclass performance, that are used to determine a student's academic
achi evement. They do.not I mpact a stu

The score reports are a valuable tool for parents and teacherghe report
provides a deeper level of informatithrat can be used to better unders
students are doing well and where they need additional support.




What Parents Should Know About PARCC

V. Your childbés score may | ook | ower thi
complex skills.A low score does not mean your child did not improve or learned
less; instead, it means that the expectations have been raised for students.

V The first year 0s sfoomwhechtoprogessfommedw b a s
measure against moving forward.

V It will take time. While teachers have been gearing up for the new standards for
almost four years, the tests are new and they ask questions in diffayesand
require students to show their wodkist as what happens with new standardized
tests,scores will start to improve as teachers and students become more familiar
with the standards and acquire the skills and knowledge to meet them.




Sample English Language Arts Report

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS / LITERACY

Grade 4 Assessment Report, 2014-2015

This report provides information about how your child performed on the PARCC English language arts/literacy

assessment. It shows whether your child met grade-level expectations and if your child is on track for the next grade level.

This test is just one measure of how well your child is performing academically. Other information, such as grades, teacher

feedback and scores on other tests will help determine your childs academic strengths and needs.

To learn more about the test, and to view sample gquestions and practice tests, visit understandthescore.org.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS / LITERACY PERFORMANCE

Level 3 - -

Your child performed at Level 3

and eamed a score of T39 LEVEL 1

Students performing at levels 4and 5

LEVEL 2

(Chiid’s Scome: 738

725 750 203 ]

LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4 LEVEL &

met or exceeded expectations.
For a descripion of each performance
level, see page 2 School average | Disirct average | Stateaverage | PARCC average
741 785 73
READING WRITING
i of stugents ‘School average e . Average of students School average
Raading acors rangs it mesing = H—. WITting SCO08 1ange: | o esiing expectations
1012 80  Speciat 52 100 60 3 a9
Your child’s seors Your child's seore:
Dlsirict averags State average Disirict average State averags
a4 48 45 0 35 Ell
LITERARY TEXT WRITING EXPRESSION
In this area. your l.‘.hllﬂ did naot do as well as students who In this area. your r.hlld did not do as well as students who
met the & met the e

Students mest expectanms by showing they can read and analyze grade
appropriate fiction, drama and posfry.

Students mest expectations by showing they can compose
organized, and clear writing, using detals from what they have read.

INFORMATIONAL TEXT

In this area, your chlll:l did almost as well as students who
met the &

Students mest expectations hyshmnrg they can read and anatyze
grade-appropriate non-fiction, including texts about history, science, art,
and music.

KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

In this area, your child did as well as or better than students
who met the expectations

Students mest expectations Ixyshm'ng they can compase writing using
the rules of standard English, incheding these for grammar, spelling, and
usage.

VOCABULARY
In this area, your child did as well as or better than students
who met the expectations.

Students mest expectations by showing they can use context to
determine what words and phrases mean in grade-appropriate texts.

LEGEND

Meets or Exceeds
Expectations

@ Nea'l]rlleets

To see selected questions from the test, visit understandthescore g,




Sample English Language Arts Report

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS / LITERACY PERFORMANCE

Child's Scom: 739
Level 3 T25 l 750 B3 BRO
‘Yourr child performed 3t Lewed 3
and eamed a score of 733 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4 LEVEL 5
Shwdents performing at levels 4 and 5
met or exceeded expectations.
For a descrpon of each performance
level, see page 2 School average | Distictaverage | State average | PARCC awerage
741 785 745 73
READING WRITING
- 1 Average of shudents Sohool average e . Awerage of students School average
Hmd'r_l'g;tl?é% range Just meelhgﬁ;meﬂﬂma - Wrmn%mma. Just meﬂn%;meﬂaﬂum -
Your child’s scons Your child's score:
District average State average Disinct average State average
44 48 45 11} 35 4|
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SampleEnglishLanguageirts Report

READING
: i Al of shudments Schodl ave
Rsading seore rangey | - mge e rage
1010 80  pectal -
Your child’s scoms
District average State average
r

LITERARY TEXT

In this area, your l:-hlll:' did not do as well as students who
miet the e

dents mest expectations by showing they can read and

WRITING
Wriﬁng rangs: |u.5?rﬁ.§ﬂﬁﬂﬂmmm School average
Your child's score:
Distnot average Stale avarags
11} 35 1 |

WRITING EXPRESSION

In this area, your child did not do as well as students who
met the expectations.

Students mest expectations by s CaN COmpose wel—a-e-.veicpe-:l.
crganized, ng. using detals from

FORMATIONAL TEXT

In this area, your child did almost as well as students who
miet the expectations.

Students mest expectations by showing they can read and analyze
grade-appropriate non-fiction, including texts about history, scen

MHIEDGE AND USE OF LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

In this area, your child did as well as or better than students
whio met the expectations.

Students mest expectations by showing they can compose writing using
WEngl:sh. inchading those for grammar, spelling, and
usage

VOCABULARY

In this area, your child did as well as or better than stuedents
who met the expectations.

Students mest expectations by showing they can use context to
determine what words and phrases mean in grade-appropriate texts.

T

LEGEND

Meets or Exceeds
Expectations

@ HEEI'I]rI.IEEts

T see selected questions from the test, visit understandthescore ong,




Sample Math Report

MATHEMATICS
Grade 4 Assessment Report, 2014-2015

This report provides information about how your child performed on the PARCC mathematics assessment. It shows
whether your child met grade-level expectations and if your child is on track for the next grade level.

This test is just one measure of how well your child is performing academically. Other information, such as grades, teacher
feedback and scores on other tests will help determine your child's academic strengths and needs.

To learn more about the test, and to view sample questions and practice tests, visit understandthescore.org.

MATHEMATICS PERFORMANCE

Child's Score: 732

Level 3 650 700 725 750 803 850

Your child performed at Level 3
and earned a score of 732 LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4 LEVEL 5

Students performing at levels 4 and 5
met or exceeded expectations.

For a description of each performance
level, see page 2.

District average | State average | PARCC average |

School average

761 759 758




Sample Math Report

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S MATHEMATICS SCORE

MAJOR CONTENT

In this area, your child did almost as well as students who
met the expectations.

Students meet expectations by solving problems involving addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division, place value, fraction comparisons,
and addition and subtraction of fractions with same denominators.

EXPRESSING MATHEMATICAL REASQONING

In this area, your child did as well as or better than students
who met the expectations.

Students meet expectations by creating and justifying logical mathematical
solutions and analyzing and correcting the reasoning of others.

ADDITIONAL & SUPPORTING CONTENT

In this area, your child did not do as well as students who met
the expectations.

Students meet expectations by solving problems involving number and shape
patterns, simple measurement conversions, angle measurements, geometric
shapes classification, and representations of data.

MODELING & APPLICATION

In this area, your child did not do as well as students who met
the expectations.

Students meet expectations by solving real-world problems, representing and
solving problems with symbals, reasoning quantitatively and strategically
using appropriate tools.

For a list of the major and additional content at each grade level, see

parcconline org/math_

LEGEND
Below Nearly Meets Meets or Exceeds
Expectations Expectations Expec

To see selected questions from the test, visit understand
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Sample Math Report

MATHEMATICS
Grade 4 Assessment Report, 2014-2015

HOW CAN | USE THIS REPORT TQ HELP MY CHILD?

Use the report to start a discussion with your child's teacher(s) about his/her academic strengths and areas for
improvement. You could ask:

+ What can we do at home, in class and at school to help continue building my child's knowledge and skills in
areas where he/she exceeds the expectations?

» What can we do at home, in class and at school to help support my child, where the expectations of the grade
level were not met?

What are the PARCC tests? The tests measure how well students have leamed grade-level material in English
language artsiliteracy and mathematics. Students who meet or exceed expectations are on track for the next grade level
and, ultimately, for college and careers. The tests include questions that measure your child’s fundamental skills and
knowledge, and require students to think critically, solve problems and support or explain their answers. The test is one
of several ways to help parents and teachers understand how well children are leaming.

What do the performance levels mean? The performance levels listed below describe how well students met the
academic expectations for their grade level.

« Level 1: Did not yet meet expectations
» Level 20 Partially met expectations

= Level 3: Approached expectations

= Level 4: Met expectations

»Level 5: Exceeded expectations

How do the test scores this year compare to those in past years? The knowledge and skills tested this year are
different - and in some caszes more rigorous - than in the past. If your child's score is different than you expected, meet
with your child’s teacher to understand what that means and how you can help your child improve his or her
performance.

How will my child’s school use the test results? Results from the test give your child’s teacher information about
hig/her academic performance. The results also give your school and school district important infermation to make
improvements to the education program and to teaching.

How can | use the mathematics scores? The best way to make sense of these scores is to compare them to the
average for students who met the expectations and the average for students in your child's school, district, and state.
Also, look at the information below the scores. How is your child doing in each area of mathematics? Ask your child's

teacher how you can give your child more opportunities to be challenged and how you can support his/her academic
needs.

Probable range. The probable range in the score on this test is plus or minus 3 points. This is the amount of change
that would be expected in your child’s score if he/she were to take the test many times. Small differences in scores
should not be over interpreted.

For information and resources, including sample PARCC test questions and the PTA’s Guide to Student

Success, visit understandthescore.org.
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How You Can Support Your Child

V

< <

Read both fictiorand nonrfiction aloud or with your child. Look for
subjects of interesgt from sports heroes to dinosaurs.

Di scuss and Andoo real | i1 fe math with vy

Discussthe new tests with your child. Make sure he/she is not scared or
anxious going into the new tests.

Explain to your child that the tests will initially be maneallenging. Tell .
your child to do his/her best on the test and that you are there to help
step of the way.

After the test, review the results with your child. Bring the teacher int
discussion as needed.

Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home and make s... , ..
child gets a good nightos desteep and a

Check out UnderstandTheScore.orgor free tools and resources
to support your childbs success

Check out prc.parcconline.orgfor released test items tgupport
your c¢childbés success




Understand The Score

http://understandthescore.org/

En Espaniol

Score Report Guide Help Your Child About the Test Your State

Understanding your
child’s state test results

FIRSTNAMES M. LASTNAMES

s s o v e 19 SCORE REPORT GUIDE: STEP ONE
Overall Score
Geometry Assessment Report, 2014-201
Vinbics . st pec AR Pt Wshosh Your student’s overall score (out of a possible 850) and performance

level (1-5) gives a quick glimpse of whether he or she is on-track with
grace-level expectations, Level 1 indicates the greatest need for
MATHEMATICS PERFORMANCE improvement and Level 5 indicates the strongest performance.

Lovel 2 " x L:, - o -
Your o) pertorreed af Lo 2
s earved 4 s of 120 LEVELY | LEVEL2 | LevELd | LEvELa | LEVELS
L g 5 5 - -
Doyt s s Continue Guide
i i pnves T ——
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http://understandthescore.org/
UnderstandTheScore.org
UnderstandTheScore.org

Released Test Items

https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parceeleaseditems



https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items

